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in London prevented him from receiving adequate instructions,
and he was left for the moment with the unpleasant task of
representing a policy the details of which he was profoundly
ignorant. Bismarck's acceptance of the presidency he regarded
as a good omen that his influence would be exerted in favour of
peace, but he took gloomy views when the thought of British
interests came before his mind. "His personal sympathies
are chiefly engaged in the cause of Russia, and of the Christian
population of Turkey. He has no sympathy for the Turks
and thinks their rule in Europe should be allowed to die out
without further bloodshed. He does not object to the independ-
ence of Roumania and Serbia, and wishes Greece to extend her
dominions over the neighbouring Greek provinces. He thinks
that Austria, instead of making the proposed extension of the
new principality of Bulgaria a casus belli would do better to
take possession of Bosnia and Herzegovina. He wishes England
to obtain full satisfaction in regard to her interests and lasting
guarantees in regard to the safety and freedom of her com-
munications with India."1 But at the moment it looked doubtful
whether the conference would meet at all. England seemed
more ready to fight Russia than to negotiate with her, and
Bismarck informed Lord Odo Russell that he would in no case
take part in a congress unless England were represented. On
the actual point at issue between the two countries he refused
to make any statement.2

Lord Beaconsfield had demanded that the whole treaty should
be laid before the congress. While Lord Odo Russell heard
privately that Bismarck considered the British demand exag-
gerated, to the Ambassador's face he held very different language.
He said he was quite willing to accept the British demand "if the
other Powers agreed, but he did not think it likely that Russia
would. The French proposal to limit the discussion to questions
only which arose directly or naturally out of the war he was
equally willing to agree to, but he thought it might be found
inconvenient to some Powers. For instance, if England had
something to say about Egypt, France might object. He was glad
to see by the newspapers that H.M.G. were inclined to favour
Greece in the coming congress, and he would willingly support
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